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INCE WINNING the W.C. Handy
Award for “Best New Artist Debut”
in 2002, new releases by Otis
Taylor have been highly anticipated
events well beyond the blues com-
munity. A fistful of Handy nomina-
tions and awards since then has
borne out that excitement, and his
newest CD, Below The Fold shows
Taylor at the top of his game.

Most comparisons of Taylor’s
singing and guitar playing are to
John Lee Hooker, and there is cer-
tainly an audible stylistic similarity.
But Taylor uses Hooker’s “Detroit
by way of Memphis and
Mississippi” blues as a springboard
to a sound unique in contemporary
blues. To whom should we com-
pare his mandolin playing, his har-
monica, his banjo, his bass? Taylor
has dubbed his style “Certified
Trance Blues” and the hypnotic,
percussive, waves of sound wash

over the listener, seducing us into
listening to heartfelt and troubling
stories of desperate people with few
choices.

Taylor is one of the more politi-
cal performers in the blues today,
equal parts Gil Scott-Heron and
Malcolm X. Earlier albums were
named When Negroes Walked The
Earth, White African, and Truth is
Not Fiction. His songs on Below
The Fold deal with prostitutes, the
massacre of mine workers, civil
rights, and the government’s betray-
al of black soldiers. 

This is an album-length listen-

ing experience, to be taken as a
whole piece of work, but individ-
ual standout songs for me were
“Feel the Lightning,” the album’s
explosive opening number, with
Taylor on vocals, Ome banjo, and
slide guitar, offsetting Ben Sollee’s
cel lo ;  and “Working For  the
Pullman Company,” with Taylor’s
daughter and frequent collabora-
tor Cassie handling vocals and
bass. 

With Below The Fold, Otis
Taylor firmly establishes himself as
musician worthy of “above the fold”
attention.

Otis Taylor Below The Fold
Telarc CD 83627

Blues
S

Steve Sussmann

Ph
ot

os
:  

Le
n 

Ir
is

h

Reprinted by permission from Vol 11, No. 3 of The Audiophile Voice © 2005 Guts & Elbow
Grease Publishing Ltd., 85 Park St., Montclair, NJ 07042. Subscriptions are $20.00 for
one year, $38.00 for two years or $54.00 for three years within the U.S. Canadian subscrip-
tions are $25.00 (U.S. dollars) for one year and $42.00 for two years. Overseas subscriptions
are $66.00 for one year.
Please pay by check or money order in U.S. funds or use the PayPal service on our website
www.audiophilevoice.com. We don’t use credit cards to help keep our overhead low. Send
Payment To: The Audiophile Voice, PO Box 43537, Upper Montclair, NJ 07043.

Reprinted from
The Audiophile Voice

Vol. 11, No. 3


